RELIGION AND THE STATE
and dependencies in the condition described by
auctioneers as either " Going!" or " Gone 1" One
Power holds Timbuctoo and seemed recently
within measurable distance of acquiring Mo-
rocco. Another dominates the Persian Gulf and
either rules or protects the Mohammedan mil-
lions of India. A third has laid hands on Khiva
and Bokhara and threatens Persia. Greece, the
Danubian Principalities, Bosnia, Herzegovina,
Bulgaria are lost for all time. Yet, in face of
all this ruin, there are still those among the
Ulema who shake empty heads and cry scorn on
"the " Christian dogs." But for the wicked folly
of keeping an impressionable nation in such
suicidal ignorance, there would be something
pathetic in this attitude. It is time that more
capable teachers demonstrate that the " dogs "
have eaten so much of what once was theirs,
merely because they were shrewd enough to
keep their Bible and their Statute Book apart.
As a matter of fact, the true spirit of Islam is
not hostile to progress. The Constitution is,
indeed, in conformity with the Koranic law, and
at a meeting held for this purpose in August
1908, the Ulema and softas assembled in the
Bayazid Mosque and expressly laid it down that
the Koran not merely countenances, but actually
prescribes, constitutional government.
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